Downtown Minneapolis Dining Options

Cheap Eats*


Band Box Diner

729 S 10th St


http://greaseforpeace.com
Open Mon-Sat from 7am-2pm.  Traditional diner fare, cheap and filling.


D. Brian’s


800 Nicollet Mall (in the Target/USBank skyway)


www.dbrians.com
Open for breakfast and lunch only. Great place to grab a quick sandwich at lunchtime.


Marshall Field’s Marketplace


700 Nicollet Mall

In the basement level of the Marshall Fields department store there is a wide variety of food options that should satisfy everyone.  

*see also Happy Hour for cheap dining options


Classic Minneapolis
Murray’s

26 S 6th St

This is a Minneapolis institution that has been around (and not redecorated) since the 1940s.  Try the Silver Butter Knife Steak, a steak so tender you can cut it with a butter knife.  Reservations are recommended.

Peter’s Grill

114 S 8th Street


Just need the comfort of a tuna fish sandwich and a slice of homemade apple pie?  Peter’s Grill is a great old school option.  When President Clinton came to town, this is where he stopped for lunch.  But you’ll get good food even if you don’t come with a motorcade.

Monte Carlo

219 3rd Avenue N

Business lunch atmosphere with a solid supper club menu.  A fine place to sip a Martini as it was meant to be.

Nye’s Polynaise

112 Hennepin Avenue

www.nyespolanaise.com
As their website says, “a one-of-a-kind treasure that has charmed and entertained people since 1949.”  Nye’s must be experienced. They have a great supper club menu (and sparkly gold booths!).  Make sure you stay for the piano bar where anyone and everyone can pick up a mike and sing along.  This is worth the short cab ride it will take to get you there.  

Solid Bets


112 Eatery


112 N 3rd Street

This is one of the newest options in Minneapolis having just opened in 2005.  Traditional America fare.  This restaurant has been getting solid reviews since it opened, by critics and diners alike.


Brit’s Pub


1110 Nicollet Mall

Need a fish n’ chips fix?  Brit’s is your place.  British specialties along with traditional American bar food fare.


Café Brenda


300 1st Ave



www.cafebrenda.com
Minneapolis’ premiere vegetarian restaurant that serves high-end food at a reasonable price.  Be sure and try the Sesame Herb Pate appetizer.  Tres good.


Dakota Jazz Club and Restaurant


1010 Nicollet Ave


www.dakotacooks.com
Great ambiance at this local jazz club.  Bar menu is a good choice for cheaper fare, but the regular dinner menu is definitely worth experiencing.  Be sure to start with their famous Apple Brie soup.


The Local


931 Nicollet Mall


www.the-local.com
Your “local” pub complete with a good selection of traditional Irish pub fare (as well as good old American choices).  Open for lunch or dinner.


The Newsroom


990 Nicollet Mall

Good selection of food served in a very interesting atmosphere.  Ranked #10 by the Travel Channel for the Top 10 Most Outrageous Bathrooms.  If you got it, flaunt it…


Palomino


825 Hennepin Ave


www.palomino.com
Prepare to be swallowed in pink neon.  Palomino is a good choice for Italian and traditional American choices.

Rock Bottom Brewery


800 LaSalle Plaza


www.rockbottom.com
A brew-pub that has a wide selection of beers for the hops connoisseur.  Menu is basic American bar fare.


Tiburon


1201 Harmon Place

A Caribbean Bistro with a great seafood selection.  Depending on how cold it is outside, you may need a tropical destination…


Zelo


831 Nicollet Mall

Good choice for Italian/Mediterranean food options.  Nice ambiance and a good choice for late night dining.

Fine Dining


Capital Grille


801 Hennepin Ave


www.capitalgrille.com
The Capital Grille is a good choice for great service and an even better steak house menu.  Reservations are recommended.


Cosmos


601 1st Ave N

Located in the Le Meridien Hotel, Cosmos is a very non-Midwestern experience  - a very eclectic menu served in a George Jetson inspired dining room.  Definitely a choice for a unique dining experience.  Reservations recommended.

D’Amico Cucina


100 6th Street N


www.damicocucina.com
This is the crown jewel of the D’Amico family’s many Twin Cities restaurants.  Great service and a great menu await you in this high-end Italian restaurant.  Reservations are recommended.


Ichiban


1333 Nicollet Mall


www.ichiban.ca/dinin_minneapolis.php
Japanese fare prepared at your table, as well as a sushi bar  Reservations are accepted.


McCormick & Schmick’s


800 Nicollet Mall


www.mccormickandschmicks.com
A solid choice for a good seafood menu that changes daily.

Murray’s


26 S 6th St

This is a Minneapolis institution that has been around (and not redecorated) since the 1940s.  Try the Silver Butter Knife Steak, a steak so tender you can cut it with a butter knife.  Reservations are recommended. 


Oceanaire


1300 Nicollet Mall


www.theoceanaire.com
Located near the Hilton this is the best choice for good seafood in Minneapolis.  Menu changes daily based on what’s fresh.  Reservations are recommended.


Vincent


1100 Nicollet Mall


www.vincentrestaurant.com
French influenced fare that consistently shows up on the Best of the Twin Cities dining lists.  They also have an inviting bar menu.  Reservations recommended.

Ethnic Options


Babalu


800 Washington Ave N


www.babalu.us/


Caribbean, Latin American, Spanish food and drink.


Bombay Bistro


820 Marquette Ave

Good Indian food with a nice buffet lunch option.  Plenty of options for vegetarians.  Only 1½ blocks from the Hilton.

Buca di Beppo


1204 Harmon Place


www.bucadibeppo.com
Italian food just like Mama used to make.  Great choice for a large group.


Ichiban


1333 Nicollet Mall

www.ichiban.ca/dinin_minneapolis.php

High-end Japanese food prepared tableside.


King & I Thai


1346 LaSalle Avenue


Nice option for Thai food.  Large portions, prices are $14 and up.


Lotus


113 W Grant Street


Great choice for Asian food – try the fresh spring rolls.  Absolute heaven on earth.


New Dehli


1400 Nicollet Mall



Great Indian food within walking distance of the Hilton.


Sawatdee


118 N 4th St  or


607 Washington Ave S


www.sawatdee.com
Every Twin Citian’s favorite Thai/Asian choice.  Open for lunch and dinner.

Happy Hour 

Brit’s Pub


1110 Nicollet Ave


www.britspub.com

Sunday specials all day and M-F Happy Hour specials from 3-6pm.


Dakota Jazz Club and Restaurant


1010 Nicollet Mall


www.dakotacooks.com
Happy hour 4-6pm – tap beers, house wine and well drinks $3, a half-price bar menu (including a fabulous blue cheese and rosemary stuffed hamburger normally $10.95 for only $5.50!).


Ike’s Food and Cocktails


50 S 6th Street


www.ilikeikes.com

Weekday food specials from 4-6pm and drink specials from 3-6pm.

Martini Blu


615 2nd Av S


www.martiniblu.com



Upscale, trendy cocktails and happy hour deals on sushi.


McCormick & Schmick’s


800 Nicollet Mall



www.mccormickandschmiks.com
Happy hour from 4-6pm (Mon-Sun) and 9:30-11:30pm (Mon-Thurs).  Good selection $1.95  food specials available at the bar.


Morton’s


555 Nicollet Mall


www.mortons.com
Complimentary steak sandwiches from 5-7pm and $4 martinis on Mondays and Tuesdays.


Rossi’s


80 S 9th Street


www.rossissteakhouse.com
Happy hour food available in the Tavern from 2-6pm Mon-Fri including a $2 cheeseburger (normally $9.95 in the dining room), spaghetti and meatballs $4 and a lobster taco for $6.

Just Like Home…

Applebee’s

600 Hennepin Avenue

Buca di Beppo

1204 Harmon Place
Hard Rock Café

600 Hennepin Ave

Olive Garden

533 Hennepin Avenue

Coffee Shops/Breakfast Choices


Band Box Diner


729 S 10th St


http://greaseforpeace.com
Open at 7am for a traditional diner breakfast.


Caribou Coffee


800 Nicollet Mall (and many more locations throughout downtown)


www.cariboucoffee.com

D. Brian’s


800 Nicollet Mall (in Target/USBank skyway)


www.dbrians.com

Hell’s Kitchen


89 S 10th St

People line up for breakfast here.  Wait staff wears jammies and there are vultures in the trees…


Keys Café


821 Marquette Avenue (in the Foshay Tower)


Traditional breakfast fare, diner style.


Starbuck’s


900 Nicollet Mall (in Target/USBank Skyway) 

(and many, many more locations throughout downtown)


Dunn Bros


925 Nicollet Mall


3 other skyway locations

Minnesota’s own, locally roasted coffee.  Undoubtedly the best cup of coffee in the Twin Cities.
